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Horgan, Paul Great River 
Rinehart. Oct. 11, 1954. Vols. 1020p. $10.00. 
Between the Mississippi and the Rockies lies the great 
Across this plain the millions 
moved, drifting north when spring pushed fresh grass 
through the melting snows the Dakotas and even 
further north, moving gradually south autumn blew 
cold across Canada and the border country. And 
the countless herds buffaloes moved south, they 
stopped when they came the Gulf Mexico, 
that other body water which was not great the 
Gulf, but was turbulent and angry. This was the river 
the Spanish explorers found and called the Rio Grande, 
the Great River. 


Great River the story that stream water. But 
more than the story the stream, the story the 
peoples who came the river, some find life, all 
eventually find death along its muddied banks. This 
not only story which probes deep into the geog- 
raphy the land the southeast, but profound 
paleontological, sociological, historical, 
logical study the peoples that land. 


days which have been lost from history there were 
men along the Rio Grande. They were not men who 
had come settle the country, but were, rather, those 
strange beings who had lived the caves, and who 
now came the river. “There was record but 
memory and became tradition and then legend and 
then religion. long ago that they did not know 
themselves how long, their ancestors, the ancient people, 
moved.” does Paul Horgan bring the nameless ones 
across Asia, down through the North American Con- 
tinent, the caves, and finally the Great River. 


What was only the gutteral civilization dim antiquity 
became the civilization tribal American Indians. 
Some the tribes moved north with the bison, lived 
their lives out along the trail, perished with the end 
the herds; but some the tribes stayed the river, 
and these were the men the Spaniards found when 
the first ships strayed north from Panama and Mexico, 
from the land the Aztecs which they had conquered. 
rule the Great River became the passion the con- 
querors, and the whole land became part New 
Spain. Slowly the civilization Spain spread south 
from the river, meet the civilization Spain moving 
north from Central America, making all that land 
vast colony which never lost the last touch Spain. 
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And north the Great River the civilization Spain 
peered, but could find firm foothold. Gradually the 
Anglo-Saxon civilization the new American Nation 
moved westward, and Texas became more American 
than Mexican. But Austin felt that Mexico the 
future Texas was more secure, and worked bring 
Texas into the country truly distinguished state. 
That finally failed was due largely the stupidity 
the Mexican Government, which just would not 
accept this man face When war broke out 
between Mexico and Texas, all was not even then lost. 
Santa Anna could have won back the Texans had 
not decided teach them lesson. Sam Houston had 
come Texas and was rallying Texans about him, but 
not until the bitter cruelty the Alamo became bone 
they could not swallow did the Texans square their 
jaws fight Santa Anna the death. And when the 
final battle did come, was very nearly the death, 
nearly battle annihilation, ending forever the ties 
that bound the empire north the Great River the 
empire the south. 


And the Rio Grande saw another civilization gradu- 
ally come its shores. But peace came swiftly, 
left just swiftly. The Indian tribes the north saw 
their homes destroyed the white men moved west. 
They swept south and lit the torch war just the 
Civil War broke over the whole nation. And the 
Great River became dead river. 


“The whole country 
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170 Horgan Beecroft Dodd 


was theatre desolation,” wrote newly arrived 
officer what saw the summer 1862. “What 
the Confederates failed appropriate, the Apaches 
destroyed. The inhabitants were literally starving and 
utterly demoralized.” had come desolate river. 


But that was not the end the River. For the builders 


followed the destroyers, and men began rebuild their 
homes along the banks the Rio Grande again. 
Trouble was return, but never great that seemed 
more than trouble. Never did desolation return. 


This the story Great River, the story the Rio 
Grande. And telling this story, Paul Horgan has 
written one the truly memorable books this any 
other year. not merely the story river, but 
fine and exquisite cameo civilization came 
America, with all the blocd and all the beauty that 
this has meant. not story told the cold style 
the professional historian who lets the reader 
damned while burrows get the facts. This 
the work man who knows that the facts are all 
that has sell, but that must sell them the 
most pleasing language those facts are come 
life all. Paul Horgan put long apprenticeship 
writing, both fiction and non-fiction, and has be- 
come master his craft age few really great 
masters. 


Many years ago settled down over the first volume 
Lee’s Lieutenants, the monumental study the Civil 
War Douglas Southall Freeman, and for years 
found solace this book when there were moments 
passed delectable reading. Now has come 
Great River. envy you who have not yet read it, for 
the joy yet before you. But envy me. have read 
once, and can now begin the years pleasant brows- 
ing through it, lending special friends, and 
reading again when comes back. Bravo, Mr. Hor- 
gan. You have not written vain. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


LITERARY GUILD—DECEMBER SELECTION 


Beecroft, John, ed. Mr. Maugham Himself 
Doubleday. Nov. 18, 1954. 668p. $5.95. 


These almost 700 pages are intended, the editor’s 
words, “represent Somerset Maugham, himself, 
the way has revealed his personality and his life 
through his writings.” Mr. Beecroft has selected two 
complete books—Of Human Bondage, Mr. Maugham’s 
most considerable novel, and The Summing Up, book 
which tries “to sort out thoughts the sub- 
jects that have chiefly interested me”—along with two 
short stories and three essays make kind 
composite autobiography.” 


One can scarcely quarrel with the editor’s intention 
his achievement. Maugham the superb craftsman and 
story-teller his best these pages; even the essays 
flow easily with just attention reader interest and 
the capabilities the subject. Everywhere Mr. Maug- 
ham speaks with disarming detachment, and with 
low, voice. But what says an- 
other matter; those times when goes beneath the 
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surface grapple with ideas and attitudes unmis- 
takably the man the world, saddened disillusion- 
ment, deferentially expends good portion 
The Summing politely explaining his elaborately 
arrived lack neither believe immor- 
tality nor desire it.” This book his old age, but 
the manner was the same when was young. 
Human Bondage, his best book, explores the sensibilities 
hero whose heart “filled with rage against the 
cruelty the world” and who concluded that “one 
could reconcile oneself existence only because was 
meaningless.” This, after all, bleak 
removed from human warmth, war with his life-long 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington 


Dodd, Bella School Darkness 
Kenedy. Dec. 1954. 264p. $4.00. 


Bella Dodd must woman unusual intelligence 
and sensitivity. Judging from her life story, she has the 
capacity live again the moods and feelings every 
period her life. When she writes her early child- 
hood, recapture with her the tender hours her 
foster home Italy. Her description her later child- 
hood the United States, united with her parents once 
again, vivid and charming. note her progress 
through the schools, the maiming accident that caused 
her such pain, her gradual weakening religious faith, 
and her growth the academic world. Soon she 
high school teacher, college instructor, fighter for 
teachers’ rights, union official, and then member 
the Communist Party. 


the Party she rose high levels, even becoming 
member the National Committee. Gradually she 
became disillusioned with the Party, but apparently its 
officers noticed the change before she became fully 
aware it. any rate, when she was disciplined 
and expelled, she was still half Communist 
heart. After long year uncertainty, friend 
Washington arranged for her appointment with 
Msgr. Sheen, soon move New York Bishop 
Sheen. Later she met Father James Keller, and took 
instructions from Bishop Sheen. Finally she returned 
her childhood and complete peace 
soul. 


The skeletal outline her life given above does not 
justice her moving biography. This book will 
read many, and rightly so, for its insight into the 
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Author and Review 
Stone 


Book and Classification 
Love Eternal 


Katherine (IIb) Seton 
View from Pompey’s Head 
Soldier Fortune 

Not Stranger (IIb) 

Time for Sergeants (Ila) 


Basso 
Gann 
Thompson 
Hyman 
Mary Anne (IIb) Maurier 
The Fall Titan (IIb) Gouzenko 
The Royal Box (Ila) Keyes 
Good Morning, Miss Dove Patton 


The Power Positive Thinking 
Cry Tomorrow (IIb) Roth 
Abraham Lincoln (Ila) Sandburg 
MacArthur: 1941-51 Willoughby 
The White and the Gold Costain 


Communist Party and the psychology the movement. 
this regard ranks among the balanced 
and forthright, with special merit judging events 
terms her views the time, rather than with the 
wisdom hindsight. Yet this much more than 
exposé one phase the Communist movement. 
compelling spiritual testament sociological 
analysis. 

Mrs. Dodd writes well. There quality compas- 
sion throughout that tempers judgment, even where 
harshness called for. She makes attempt ex- 


cuse herself, yet her kindness toward others makes the 
reader understanding regard her own tragedy. 
This book should have large and grateful 
Even those surfeited with books communism will 
find here much that fresh and revealing. 


John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB—DECEMBER 
SELECTION 


Lane, Jane 
Newman. Nov. 11, 1954. 256p. $3.00. 

Having read and taught the so-called “Reformation” 
England, this reviewer forever runs into the problem 
just what made England leave the Church. Was 
the people grown tired “popery,” was the work 
“of small clique wilful men”? The present work 
Jane Lane goes far solving 
dilemma novel can. Actually this work the 
eighteenth the author but the first hers 
the reviewer. must try and get the but 
violence violent period. the one side are the 
men, including Jesuits, Sir Mark, Sir George, the boy 
hero Charles, who struggle preserve what they hoped 
would still Catholic England, while the other 
are Titus Oates, traitor, informer and renegade, Justice 
Scraggs, pitiful example Justice with wig and robe, 
Lord Shaftesbury, the leader the “wilful men” anx- 
iously and not too cleverly abetted the fop, milord 
Medder, all anxious rid “merrie England” forever 
the “Scarlet Woman Babylon.” The extreme de- 
votees either camp the eternal controversy will 


Thunder St. Paul’s 


Lane Maine 171 


scarcely find their prejudices satisfied but for all who 
like their novel “well done” this really good. 


The plot, tightly knit, involves the lad Charles 
conflict between devotion his charming lady Mother 
Katey, and his fierce devotion the “cause” which 
had learned well from the “profs” St. Omer’s, the 
Jesuit College for English exiles. Miss Lane, thank 
heaven, has saved both with deftness and skill that 
deserves the highest commendation. The rally-cry 
“Tom-can,” meaning St. Thomas Canterbury, echoes 
through the pages like battle cry reminiscent 
“Remember the Alamo.” The quiet love story twixt 
George Wakeman and Katey with thirty year in- 
terval not maudlin but refreshing. The contrast 
between Sir Mark who lived the past and Lord 
Shaftesbury, who planned for the future, will satisfy 
the most exacting critics personality portrayal. The 
rantings his honor, Mr. Scraggs, will give the reader 
salty dish justice gone berserk until, long last, his 
honor gets justice into focus. Even Titus Oates, per- 
fectly repulsive oaf, gathers little pity self-righteous- 
ness falls away revealing the stark light treason 
broken man. This work for hearty eaters English 
Beef without any final glass “Alka-Seltzer.” Ex- 


cellent. 
Berkeley Kines, 
Associate Professor History, 
University Scranton 


Maine, F., ed. The Works Oscar Wilde 
Dutton. Oct. 22, 1954. 1119p. $4.95. 


nearly century since the birth Oscar Wilde, 
and the legend surrounding the man still lives. have 
nothing declare but genius,” Wilde was supposed 
have said upon arriving here begin his American 
lecture tour. Now that his unhappy story fully 
known will probably ever be, there nothing more 
discover concern ourselves with but the precise 
the genius Oscar Wilde confidently de- 
clared. 


awoke the imagination century,” Wilde 
boasted. new edition his work appears, one 
may well ask what has say the imagination 
our own time. Some plays the highest second rank, 
one long memorable poem, few dozen pages prose 
the most—are not these all has declare for 
customs begins the second century his literary 
journey? Epigrams dazzle from almost every page, yet 
most them, when they are not mere flummery, are 
verbal tricks. verse plays are Shakespeare with 
rose water; his prose narratives, Meredith and fudge. 


possible—and this one his fascinations—to 
derive two Oscar Wildes from these pages: the moralist 
and the amoralist. Pages purest Victorian piety are 
followed pages which display Wilde’s version 
paganism and his own brand silken anarchy. One 
minute pagan, another Socialist, another Christian, 
none them for long. difficult come any 
conclusion about the sincerity, even the central stand, 
Profundis, which was intended his apologia. 
found his own tragedy repellent and “lacking 
style”; and that, too, was his judgment his age. 
Lacking style his work was not, but alarmingly often 
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172 Cerf Nelson 


that style was pure fustian. This book worth plung- 
ing into, nonetheless, for evidence what Wilde jest- 
ingly called “our modern mania for morality,” which 
meant English Victorianism. His age cannot 
fully understood without him, for the final voice his 
century was many ways his voice, and its final 
manner his manner. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington 


Cerf, Bennett, editor 
Encyclopedia Modern American Humor 
Hanover House. Nov. 15, 1954. 688p. $3.95. 


addition his work editor, publisher, lecturer, 
columnist, and TV-star, Bennett Cerf collects humor. 
collects good and bad, long and short, and his 
work collector has managed put out reams 
copy. (If you don’t read Bennett Cerf, but read 
Walter Winchell, you have probably come across Win- 
chell cursing Cerf for stealing his don’t believe 
the vice versa. Cerf knows that everyone steals 
jokes.) And Encyclopedia Modern American 
Humor the latest monument his collection. 


brains. All you have collect the writings 
other people and sell them your own private brain- 
child. course, you may inclined include 
few works your own, and the writing anything 
may require brains, but not all anthologists are crea- 
tive. Mr. Cerf is. And qualifies anthologist 
the grounds little intellect position deny), 
also qualifies the other factor. really 
good anthologist you’ve got have infinity good 
taste. And that Mr. Cerf has. 


There are twelve divisions the Encyclopedia 
won’t name them divisions go, they are ade- 
quate. always problem group material. And 
the coverage about varied you might wish. 
There are few gems included from the old masters, 
Thurber, Runyon, Lardner, Kober, Parker, and Shul- 
man. tip-off the excellence the book may 
found, think, the selections from each these. 
From Thurber, for example, prints “The Night the 
Bed Fell” and “The Night the Ghost Got In,” and 
from Runyon “Blood Pressure.” They didn’t write 
anything better. 


There are few excerpts which are not only unusual, 
but are distinctly refreshing. abridged version 
the story the Mizners and the Florida Boom tops, 
and brief excerpt from the life Fields makes 
you want dig out the whole work and really enjoy 
life with the old souse again. There also brief shot 
from “No Time for Sergeants,” but this one book 
you have take whole not all. Cerf Mac 
Hyman’s publisher, and feel that that the main 
reason for the inclusion. 


there any section that monumentally deficient, 
pitiful excerpt humor from The Front Page 
and The Man Who Came Dinner, and the selection 
from Life With Father even worse, though all three 


Best 


these were fabulously fine plays. Plays should 
played, and collect little scraps plays misery 
twice compounded. 


All all, then, this book you should have. You 
will not read from cover cover one sitting— 
unless you are mild But pick and skim 
through few sclections evening, you will find this 
hard beat. There meat for everyone here. Drop 
and hack off leg some time. There will always 
more left for another midnight snack humor. 


Frank 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Nelson, Edna Deu Pree 
O’Higgins and Don Bernardo 
Dutton. Nov. 1954. 384p. $4.50. 


Henry VIII had the parliament adopt the Act 
Supremacy 1534, which Henry became Head 
the English Church. The Act also severed existing ties 
with successors, with the exception 
Mary Tudor, were strong supporters the state reli- 
gion. During Elizabeth’s reign, Catholic Spain tried 
reduce England’s every school boy knows 
the Invincible Armada met disaster the Channel 
the hands Drake and Howard Spanish 
sailors received succor Spain and 
Catholic countries nursed common animosity to- 
ward England. 


Spain gradually expanded her colonial empire, Irish- 
men were frequently elevated positions authority. 
Edna Deu Pree Nelson has written one these 
patriates her biography Ambrose and Bernardo 
The elder came from County 
Meath Ireland. his impoverished country 
serve the Colonial Army His Most Catholic 
Majesty, the King Spain. Through hard work and 
devotion his king, Ambrose O’Higgins became Cap- 
tain General Chile and Viceroy the 
colonial service this was the highest honor Spain could 
give foreign born subject. 


O’Higgins was betrothed Dona 
Dona Isabel was young girl eighteen. Under 
Spanish law the 18th century she was classified 
colonial, being native born. Marriages between colonial 
women and Spanish officials were forbidden. O’Hig- 
gins never married Dona Isabel. However, O’Higgins 
and Dona Isabel’s son was born her father’s house 
August the year 1778. The boy was named Ber- 
nardo. O’Higgins would not publicly acknowledge the 
fact that had sired Bernardo. this would 
have cost him his career. The boy was supported well. 
was educated Chile, Spain and 
life was closely guarded the friends the Viceroy 
Peru. recorded that saw his son but 
once. When the strange relationship was made known 
the Snanish, Ambrose was dismissed from 
his position and died short time thereafter. 


Bernardo O’Higgins led revolt Chile Spain. 
became Chile’s first his father, 
Bernardo committed indiscretion. His son, born 
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Rosario Puga, was sired without benefit clergy. This 
incident never became the dark secret Bernardo’s 
life. had the boy christened Pedro Demetrio 

Through the pages this book walk swaggering figures 
the past; Thomas Cochrane, Juan Mackenna and 
Bishop Maran. All were play their parts the 
fateful careers the father and son O’Higgins. Coch- 
rane, Scotchman, first admiral Chile; Mackenna, 
another founded famous Chilean family; 
Bishop Maran who hated Irish colonial officials. 


This excellent book reads like novel. may 
somewhat heavy for high school reading below the 
junior year level. well documented although the 
lack index hinders the checking little known 
The first part the dual biography more 
interesting. This reviewer put down the book feeling 
personal acquaintanceship with Ambrose O’Higgins. 
Bernardo, however, not made lifelike. seems 
stiff, formal and unreal. The author has embellished 
her biography with sketches San Martin, Carlos 
Spain, and the immortal Miranda. 


the whole this definite contribution the his- 
tory the independence the Republic 
the sad case Ireland’s loss and Spain and Chile’s 


gain. 
Frank Brown, 
Chairman, 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


* 


Grimes, John Maurice, M.D. 
When Minds Wrong 
Devin-Adair. Dec. 1954. 246p. $3.50. 


This perhaps the most unusual book mental 
patients, psychiatrists and mental hospitals 
psychiatrists and state mental hospitals and the author 
wields not scalpel but meat cleaver. 


The author psychiatrist who holds most his col- 
and their specialty utter contempt. 
denies that psychiatrists know much about mental ill- 
ness and that they operate monopoly and trust whose 
only objective maintain shroud secrecy about 
their activities and these means mulct the public 
out money. 


1935 Dr. Grimes was commissioned, along with three 
other physicians, study the mental hospitals the 
states that the AMA refused publish his 
report, that privately published the report 1951. 
The present book based the original report plus 
material collected recent years. The time lapse 
twenty years raises some serious questions the 
validity some the data, but the author feels that 
the passage time has not brought about much change. 


This hard book read and even harder review. 
Dr. Grimes intersperses his past experiences with pres- 
ent conditions and sometimes difficult know 
whether discussing the past the present. There 
another difficulty involved the fact that Dr. Grimes 
writes times with reformer’s hot words and the 
objective data becomes little obscured. addition, 


Grimes Barkley 173 


there appears thread backbiting and getting 
even with people here, and one finds the personality 
the author obtruding into the picture quite frequently 
and this adds the confusion. 


Dr. Grimes states that has worked eight state hos- 
pitals, inspected eighty others and 
reports all the other mental hospitals the 
result this claims that the average attendant 
state hospital brutal, low intelligence, lacking 
initiative and ambition and thoroughly incapable 
learning anything about mental illness mental 
patients. The book filled with descriptions bru- 
tality visited patients attendants. These attend- 
ants, states the author, are political appointees who run 
the hospitals fact, while the doctors run them offi- 
cially. Dr. Grimes repeats many stories about attendant 
brutality which have been heard before, but insists 
they are true and typical hospital care. 


these conditions are true the best interests the 
patients will served their exposure. they are 
pure cloth, they may more harm than good. 
any event, the lay reader will think twice before enter- 
ing such hospitals patient committing loved 
one there. 


The strongest portion the book that devoted the 
strangle hold politics hospital policies pro- 
cedures. Any citizen who not politically naive knows 
how politics infiltrates hospital management down 
the lowliest job the Dr. Grimes indictment 
strong one, well known fact and equally ignored 
disgrace. 


Whether not the reader agrees with Dr. Grimes, this 
book makes for some lively topics discussion. 
should like see every legislator and mental hospital 
board member and staff member read doubtful 
that they will, for voice crying for the removal 
the dead hand politics from mental hospital man- 
agement and what politician stupid cut off 
such large source jobs for party faithfuls. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Barkley, Alben That Reminds 
Doubleday. Nov. 1954. 288p. $5.00. 


This pleasant enough volume will make good eve- 
ning’s reading after the dishes are done and the 
programs become quite boring. Certainly reader 
will put Mr. Barkley’s volume down and feel that 
either Mr. Barkley are particularly sore anyone 
disturbed about any the many world-shattering 
events moving across the daily horizon. Certainly 
treasure trove for and coming after-dinner speakers 
any type gathering. Its varied and 
mostly humorous tales, anecdotes, personal reminis- 
cences, side-lights national and international per- 
sonalities are really worth while. The former “Veep’s” 
philosophy seems best summarized his own misquo- 
tation the immortal bard, when twists Marc 
Antony’s words over the bleeding body dictator- 
Caesar, “the good man does lives after him, intend 


174 Steiner 


inter the evil (if did any) with his bones.” 
the recent results the Kentucky senatorial election 
clearly show Mr. Barkley returning the United 
States Senate because “we like the old man,” and this 
reviewer believes most people will thoroughly enjoy 
trip along the highway his eventful life with the 
“old man.” Another salient point well done the 
book the portrayal the controversial characters 
with whom the former Vice-President 
mate contact, viz, F.D.R., former President Harry Tru- 
man and Mr. Henry Wallace. Needless say 
mixed with hosts politicians and foreign officials, 
but above all, with the “common refresh- 
ing find Mr. Barkley’s comments the almost con- 
tinuous goodness all these people. 


Clearly indicated the book the fact that “Dear 
Alben” muddle-headed “yes man.” The numer- 
ous photographs contained the volume are well 
chosen. Above all the reviewer found the pleasant 
perusal cozy, handy glimpse into the remembrances 
the “frontier days”; the really wholesome folks among 
Mr. Barkley’s paternal and maternal ancestors. Natu- 
rally since confesses that most the work from 
memory there great diffusiveness, pointless stories and 
times rather boring repetition. But all all, you 


will probably enjoy it. 
Berkeley Kines, 
Associate Professor History, 
University Scranton 


Steiner, Lee Make the Most Yourself 
Prentice-Hall. Dec. 1954. 302p. $3.95. 

This book carries subtitle Psychological Guide for 
Normal People,” which ipso facto makes every citizen 
potential reader. thus established wide 
audience potential, the author proceeds help the 
reader make the most himself the popular “do 
yourself” fashion. 


Best 


The reader will almost need blueprint find his 
way through the tables contents. First there list- 
ing chapter titles, then there are chapters within 
chapters which give the methods making the most 
yourself; then twenty-two charts with the 
methods, and twelve chapter assignments help you 
become the normal person you supposedly were when 
you originally started read the book. 


This precious little tome seeks all things all 
men. covers wide range from 


the physical self, through analyzing the unconscious, 
interpreting dreams, techniques for 
ness and inferiority complex, finding 
vocation, courtship, sex, marriage, infinitum. 


Despite the background the author cited the 
jacket, appears this reviewer that this hodge- 
podge psychological, psychiatric, and psychoanalytic 
fact and fancy. tastefully served, profusely dia- 
grammed, and filled with some the tritest warmed 
over psychology. There are several good sections the 
book but general the type work aimed 
exploiting the market for self times the 
naiveté the author (if naiveté the effort 
offend one) little appalling. addition, most 
the subjects presented are covered very super- 
ficial manner and there much left unsaid. ex- 
ample this seen when one shown how under- 
stand the meaning dreams and also how interpret 
them sixteen easy pages replete with case examples 
and one and two sentence interpretations. 


Undoubtedly the bedeviled will buy this 
can use their funds better ways than 
investing this work. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 
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